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It is said in the Acts of the Apostles, that after the
accession of the three thousand souls, ' all that be-
lieved were together, and had all things common.7
They had ceased to value property.    Perhaps they
"believed that the end of the world was not far off.
Beyond this brief notice, we know nothing of the
communist life of the first Christians.    De Quincey
supposes that the Essenes mentioned by Josephus
were the Christians.  The argument is, that Josephus,
who  says nothing  of the  Christians, yet describes
these Essenes in words which identify them with the
Christians.    They had all one patrimony.   When they
travelled they carried nothing with them, finding in
the hospitality of their brethren all that was necessary.
c just as if it were their own.7    They neglected wed-
lock, without absolutely denying the fitness of mar-
riage.   They were  peace-makers, and   'eminent for
fidelity.'    Now  St. Paul allows marriage,   that is,
tolerates it.    But for himself, and for the Christians
generally of that time and in their circumstances, he
regards it as  an evil.    They that have wives are
exhorted to be as though they had none.    It is more
than probable that   the   first  Christians became  a
body   of   communists   such   as   the  Essenes  were,
if the Essenes really were not the Christians.    The
records which we have of the heretics of the first
ages are imperfect, and mostly from their enemies.
Yet there are many things which, fairly interpreted,
seem to prove that they were communists and celi-
bates.  They misunderstood the mission of Christianity
and its relation to the world.    A representative sect
was the philosophical Manichees, who did despite not